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NSW GOVERNMENT’S LATEST SCREEN PRODUCTION 
INVESTMENT ATTRACTS STARS AND JOBS  

 
Seven new film and TV productions, including the film, Strangerland, co-starring 
actors Nicole Kidman, Guy Pearce and Hugo Weaving, will be made in NSW with 
support from the NSW Government, Minister for the Arts, George Souris, announced 
today. 
 
Mr Souris said the NSW Government will provide more than $1.4 million in production 
funding through Screen NSW’s Production Investment Fund, including $200,000 in 
Regional Film Funding grants. 
 
“The seven projects will generate almost $14 million of direct production expenditure 
in NSW, create more than 630 jobs, including jobs in regional NSW and once again 
put an international spotlight on NSW’s dynamic screen industry,” Mr Souris said. 
 
Mr Souris said this latest funding follows the NSW Government’s investment of more 
than $4.6 million in 28 screen projects through Screen NSW in 2012-13 which is 
estimated to leverage more than $100 million spend in NSW and  create almost 5,000 
jobs. 
 
“This is an expansive range of productions for our screen industry, at a time when we 
have the international film Unbroken also being made in NSW. This confidence in our 
screen industry demonstrates its strength and depth, and the abilities of our local cast 
and production crews.” 
 
Mr Souris said the seven new projects include five feature films and two factual 
programs.    
 
“Three of the five feature films will be wholly or substantially filmed in regional NSW.  
Both Strangerland and the new film, Last Cab to Darwin, from director/writer, Jeremy 
Sims, and writer, Reg Cribb, will be filmed on location in Broken Hill and surrounds. 
Backyard Ashes, the directorial debut of respected theatre director, Mark Grentell, was 
filmed entirely in Wagga Wagga.   
 
“The first independently produced Australian 3D animated feature, Maya The Bee, will 
build on the international reputation we’ve established with high profile animated films 
such as the two Happy Feet films and Finding Nemo.  
 
“The film has attracted a stellar voice cast including Jacki Weaver, Kodi Smit-McPhee, 
Noah Taylor, Richard Roxburgh and Coco Gillies. 
 
“And the Shoalhaven will be interested in Gillian Armstrong’s new film, Women He’s 
Undressed. This film will tell the story of one of the golden era of Hollywood’s most 
celebrated costume designers, Orry-Kelly who came from a family of tailors in 1920s 
Kiama.” 
 
 



 
The latest productions to be supported by Screen NSW are: 
 
Feature Films 
 
Title: Strangerland 
Company: Dragonfly Pictures and Fastnet Films 
Locations: Broken Hill and surrounds 
Screen NSW support: $450,000 from Production Finance Fund and $100,000 grant from 
Regional Filming Fund 
Jobs and production investment: 227 jobs and NSW production spend of $5,376,427. 
Production start dates: January 2014 
Synopsis: When Catherine and Matthew Parker’s two teenage children disappear into the 
remote Australian desert, their relationship is pushed to the brink as they confront the mystery 
of their children’s fate. Strangerland, directed Kim Farrant, is an atmospheric mystery drama, 
which has attracted an exceptional cast in Nicole Kidman, Guy Pearce and Hugo Weaving. 
 
Title: Backyard Ashes 
Company: Crow Crow Productions 
Locations: Wagga Wagga 
Screen NSW support: $30,000 from Production Finance Fund  
Jobs and production investment: 170 jobs and NSW production spend of $525,219. 
Post Production dates: October 2013 
Synopsis: Dougie is living a modest and contented life in suburban Wagga Wagga until 
‘pommy bastard’ Edward takes over the factory where he works and fires his neighbour and 
best mate. After Edward moves in next door to Dougie, his precious cat is accidentally 
incinerated in Dougie’s BBQ. The ‘Aussie vs. Pom’ rivalry comes to a head in a showdown 
backyard cricket contest: the ‘Backyard Ashes’. The prize? The cat’s ashes. Confirmed cast 
includes Andrew S. Gilbert, Felix Williamson, John Wood, Lex Marinos, Rebecca Massey, Lex 
Marinos, Damian Callinan, and Shingo Usami. 
 
Title: Women He's Undressed 
Company: Damien Parer Productions 
Locations: Kiama and Sydney, post-production Sydney 
Screen NSW support: $90,000 from Production Finance Fund  
Jobs and production investment: 53 jobs and NSW production spend of $1,013,359. 
Production start: November 2013 
Synopsis: Orry-Kelly came from a family of tailors in modest 1920s Kiama, but fled to the 
bright lights of the USA and life as a celebrated costume designer in Hollywood’s golden era. 
From Casablanca to Some Like It Hot, he created the look symbolic of America’s most 
glamourous films, as well as a secret life with one of the film capital’s most famous stars. 
Women He’s Undressed comes from the highly experienced team of director Gillian 
Armstrong and writer Katherine Thomson who made the prize-winning documentary, 
Unfolding Florence: The Many Lives of Florence Broadhurst. 
 
Title: Last Cab to Darwin 
Company: Hydra Hamlet 
Locations: Broken Hill 
Screen NSW support: $250,000 from Production Finance Fund and $100,000 grant from 
Regional Filming Fund 
Jobs and production investment: 60 jobs and NSW production spend of $2,591,090 
Production start dates: March 2014 
Synopsis: Taxi driver Rex is a loner, but when told he’s fatally ill, he embarks on an epic drive 
from Broken Hill to Darwin to die on his own terms. His journey reveals that before you can 
end your life you have to live it, and to live it, you've got to learn to share it. Cast: Michael 
Caton, Ningali Lawford and Jacki Weaver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: Maya the Bee Movie 
Company: Buzz Studios in associated with Flying Bark Productions 
Locations: Sydney 
Screen NSW support: $265,000 from Production Finance Fund  
Jobs and production investment: 75 jobs and NSW production spend of $2,247,515 
Production start dates: January 2014 
Synopsis: As the first independently produced Australian 3D animated feature, Maya The 
Bee will be a significant event for local children’s production. Curious little bee Maya and her 
friend save their hive and its queen from being overthrown by her scheming advisor and 
prevent a devastating war with the bees’ enemies, the wasps. Voice cast: Jacki Weaver, Kodi 
Smit-McPhee, Noah Taylor, Richard Roxburgh, and Coco Gillies. 
 
Factual Series 
Title: First Contact 
Company: Coast to Coast Productions  
Locations: Sydney and others tbc 
Screen NSW support: $91,576 from Production Finance Fund  
Jobs and production investment: 21 jobs and NSW production spend of $1,605,147 
Production start dates: November 2013 
Synopsis: A group of ordinary Australians embark on an extraordinary trip of a lifetime. 
 
Factual Single Program 
Title: Back to Ground Zero 
Company: JOTZ Productions 
Locations: Sydney and others tbc 
Screen NSW support: $30,000 from Production Finance Fund  
Jobs and production investment: 30 jobs and NSW production spend of $354,304 
Production start dates: November 2013 
Synopsis: Zac, a Sudanese refugee living in suburban Sydney, has a vision to build a school 
for the South Sudanese village he left over 10 years ago. So far, with help from Australian 
friends, he has raised the money for the first phase of making the bricks, but can he finish the 
job? Tom Zubrycki is one of Australia’s most acclaimed documentary filmmakers. 
 
The latest ABS figures for the Film, Television and Digital Games sector show that NSW 
continues to lead in this sector, with nearly 60 per cent of all people employed nationally in 
production and post-production businesses based in NSW. 
 
More than half (55 per cent) of all Australian production and post-production businesses are 
located in NSW, with a total income of more than $1.58 billion in 2011-12. 
 
More information on Screen NSW’s Production Finance funding is available from 
www.screen.nsw.gov.au  
 
Media contact: Norm Lipson 0467 734 679 


